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Commonly Encountered

Venomous Snakes
Western Gaboon Viper (Bitis rhinoceros)
Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Guinea, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Togo
Identifi cation: Broad head, fat body. Zigzags on sides, light squares and dark 
“hourglasses” on back. Dark triangle under eye and horn on nose. Sometimes confused 
with Puff Adder.
Habitat: Mainly lowland forests and agricultural lands; most active at night, will “lay and 
wait” during the day.
If bitten: Move patient away from snake. Elevate bitten area above heart and immobilize. 
Transport patient to nearest hospital. If patient stops breathing, perform mouth to mouth 
resuscitation. DO NOT APPLY BANDAGES. DO NOT SUCK OUT VENOM. 

Rhinoceros Viper (Bitis nasicornis)
Distribution: West, Central and parts of Eastern Africa
Identifi cation: Short, heavy snake with bright coloration. Two to three horns located on 
nose. Zigzags on body, similar to Gaboon Viper. Sometimes confused with Puff Adder.
Habitat: Mainly in wet tropical forests, will “lay and wait” for prey.
If bitten: Move patient away from snake. Elevate bitten area above heart and immobilize. 
Transport patient to nearest hospital. If patient stops breathing, perform mouth to mouth 
resuscitation. DO NOT APPLY BANDAGES. DO NOT SUCK OUT VENOM. 



Commonly Encountered

Venomous Snakes
Puff Adder (Bitis arietans)
Distribution: Found throughout most of Africa
Identifi cation: Short, heavy snake with ranges of brown and yellow coloration. V/U shaped 
pattern, in light and dark colors, along body. Sometimes confused with Gaboon Viper and 
Rhinoceros Viper.
Habitat: Mainly dry areas, including human settlements; will “lay and wait” during the day.
If bitten: NUMBER #1 BITER IN AFRICA! Elevate bitten area above heart and immobilize. 
Transport patient to nearest hospital. If patient stops breathing, perform mouth to mouth 
resuscitation. DO NOT APPLY BANDAGES. DO NOT SUCK OUT VENOM. 

Forest Cobra (Naja melanoleuca)
Distribution: Found throughout most of Africa
Identifi cation: Africa’s largest cobra. Dark body with light bands on chin and neck. Ability 
to	fl	air	neck,	or	“hood”.	Sometimes	confused	with	Black-necked	Spitting	Cobra.
Habitat: Generalist, can be found in almost any habitat. Enjoys human plantations and 
other settlements.
If bitten: Move patient away from snake. Apply pressure bandage to bitten area to slow 
down venom movement. Transport patient to nearest hospital. If patient stops breathing, 
perform mouth to mouth resuscitation. DO NOT SUCK OUT VENOM. DO NOT CUT AREA!



Commonly Encountered

Venomous Snakes

Black-necked Spitting Cobra (Naja nigricollis)
Distribution: Found everywhere except South Africa
Identifi cation:	Large	snake	with	dark	body.	No	other	markings	except	sometimes	orange-
ish	band	under	neck.	Ability	to	fl	air	neck,	or	“hood”.	
Sometimes confused with Forest Cobra or Black Mamba.
Habitat: Prefers areas near water, though can be found in human settlements. Can be 
found hunting on the ground or in trees.
If bitten: Move patient away from snake. WARNING: SNAKE CAN SPIT VENOM! If venom 
gets	in	eyes,	quickly	fl	ush	with	water	for	several	minutes.	If	bitten,	apply	pressure	bandage	
to bitten area to slow down venom movement. Transport patient to nearest hospital. If 
patient stops breathing, perform mouth to mouth resuscitation. DO NOT SUCK OUT 
VENOM. DO NOT CUT AREA!



Commonly Encountered

Venomous Snakes
Black Mamba (Dendroaspis polylepis)
Distribution: Found in sub Saharan Africa
Identifi cation: Grey/olive	color	with	light	belly	and	coffi	n-shaped	head.	Slender,	but	can	
reach	2-3	meters	long.	Very	fast,	sometimes	will	fl	atten	neck	and	display	black	mouth	if	
cornered. Possibly confused with Forest Cobra.
Habitat: Mainly savanna and moist forests, and can be found on the ground or in trees. 
Active lifestyle, and will attack it threatened.
If bitten: Move patient away from snake. Apply pressure bandage to bitten area to slow 
down venom movement. Transport patient to nearest hospital. If patient stops breathing, 
perform mouth to mouth resuscitation. DO NOT SUCK OUT VENOM. DO NOT CUT AREA! 

Western Green Mamba (Dendroaspis viridis)
Distribution: Western Africa
Identifi cation: Bright green, sometimes with dark edges on scales. Long and slender with 
coffi	n-shaped	head.
Habitat: Coastal and inland tropical forests, often found in trees. Active during the day, and 
very fast. Will attack if cornered. 
If bitten: Move patient away from snake. Apply pressure bandage to bitten area to slow 
down venom movement. Transport patient to nearest hospital. If patient stops breathing, 
perform mouth to mouth resuscitation. DO NOT SUCK OUT VENOM. DO NOT CUT AREA! 



Commonly Encountered

Venomous Snakes

West African Carpet Viper (Echis ocellatus)
Distribution: Western Africa
Identifi cation: Small in size, no greater than 50 cm long. Light brown in color with dark 
spots, or “eyes”, running down the length of body. Will rub scales together if threatened, 
creating rasping noise. Very aggressive. Sometimes confused with Puff Adder.
Habitat: Mainly tropical grasslands, savannas and shrubby areas. Active most during 
evening, hiding near debris to wait for prey.
If bitten: Move patient away from snake. Elevate bitten area above heart and immobilize. 
Transport patient to nearest hospital. If patient stops breathing, perform mouth to mouth 
resuscitation. DO NOT APPLY BANDAGES. DO NOT SUCK OUT VENOM.



Snakebite Treatment
• REMAIN CALM! Not all snake bites transfer venom.
• Get yourself and the person bitten AWAY from the snake to eliminate 

further bites.
• Remove jewelry and other accessories from bitten limb to avoid 

constriction.
• Elevate the bitten limb above the heart and immobilize.
• Do not cut, irritate or suck on the bite area; this will only worsen the 

envenomation
• Pressure bandages are only effective for cobra and mamba bites; viper 

bites will get worse using this procedure.
• GET THE VICTIM TO THE HOSPITAL AS QUICKLY AND CALMLY 

AS POSSIBLE (MOST IMPORTANT)!



Preventing Snakebite

1. Watch where you walk and place your hands; this will avoid 
accidentally stepping on or touching a snake.

2. Always use a light when walking at night to avoid stepping on snakes.
3.	 Keep rats, mice, and vermin away from your home; they are food 

sources for snakes. Keep your food put away so as to not attract 
vermin.

4. Keep grass and bushes short and remove debris from paths and living 
areas; these are snakes’ favorite hiding places.

5. Do not try to kill snakes; you could get bitten in the process. Call an 
experienced snake remover to help.

6. If you encounter a snake, give it respect and space. It will move away 
on its own.



Why Protect Snakes?
Snakes Prevent Disease and Control Pest Species:

Snakes eat animals, like rats and mice, that carry diseases that can affect humans. 
By eating these vermin, snakes prevent these animals from coming into homes and 
spreading disease. They also prevent vermin from eating and destroying food crops. 

Snakes are Important for the Environment:
Snakes can be predators and food for other animals. By killing them and taking them out of 
the habitat, other animals are affected both directly and indirectly. This leads to sometimes 

catastrophic changes in the environment and can start to affect humans!

Snakes are Important and Help Us!
 Give Them Some Respect!

LET’S SAVE THEM TOGETHER!



About 
Save The Snakes

To increase worldwide snake conservation efforts, 
Save The Snakes was founded in 2017 to protect threatened snake populations 

and	reduce	direct	conflicts	between	humans	and	snakes	by	implementing	mitigation	
strategies which will lead to peaceful coexistence. 

 Together with our worldwide network of snake conservationists, our mission is to 
protect threatened snake populations around the world through habitat preservation, 

education and community outreach to create a harmonious relationship between 
humans and snakes.  

 
Save	The	Snakes	is	a	501(c)(3)	nonprofit	organization	(EIN:	82-2680134)	located	in	
Sacramento, California, USA. Email: contact@savethesnakes.org. Learn more and 

support our global snake conservation efforts at savethesnakes.org.
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