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Children’s poster: 

How to be safe 

around snakes 

Zambezi Garter Snake 

SNAKES AND PEOPLE 

OUTSIDE 

Do not walk outside in the dark, use a torch 

Do not walk in the dark with open shoes 

 

 

 

Don’t walk through thick bushes 

A SNAKE! WHAT SHOULD I DO?  

Stay calm (most snakes react to movement) 

and slowly move away from the snake 

If the snake moves away, see where it goes 

to 

Call an adult 

Do not reach in dark spaces and holes 

I AM BITTEN—WHAT SHOULD I DO? 

If you are bitten by a snakebite: stay calm! 

Call an adult and go to the hospital quickly 

NEVER DO THIS 

 

Do not try to catch or kill a snake. You may 

get bitten if you do. 

 

 

 

 

Do not tell anyone else to catch or kill a snake 

Art by Isyak Kalambata 

Do not step over rocks or logs. There may be 

a snake behind it. 
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SNAKE FACTS — Did you know: 

Snakes use their forked tongue to ‘taste’ 

the air to find prey and a mate. It works 

a bit like our nose.  

 

Some snakes use venom to kill prey, they 

are the venomous snakes.                                   

Other snakes kill their prey by squeezing 

them to death (they are called constrictors 

and they have no venom. 

The biggest  snake in Zambia is the Southern 

African  Python. It can grow to about             

5.5  meters long!  

All snakes can swim and most snakes can 

climb. The Spotted Bush Snake can even 

climb against a brick wall! 

The largest venomous snake in Zambia is the 

Black Mamba. It can grow to about 3.5 meters 

long!  

Southern 

African    

Python 

Zambia’s smallest snake is the Incognito 

Worm Snake. It grows to only 15 cm 

long! 

Spotted Bush Snake 

Spotted Bush Snake 

Black Mamba 

Black-necked  

Spitting Cobra 

-venomous- 

Brown House Snake 

-constrictor- 

The Puff Adder uses its forked tongue to pick up 

scents from the air  

Most people in Zambia are afraid of snakes. However: snakes only bite people 

out of self-defence. If we leave snakes alone, they leave us alone. This folder 

has tips on how to be safe in a place where you may find snakes. 
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Find out more: 

If you want to learn more about 

snakes, you can visit our website or 

our facebook page. You can also send 

us an email or a whatsapp / sms 

message with your questions.  

www.hhiss.com 

@helpingsnakes 

@ 
info@hhiss.com 

0026 0974248144 
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Good to Know: 

Zambia is home to about 100 species 

70 of these are harmless to humans 

30 are dangerous to us, but only 18 can 

kill us with their bite. 

Only 8 (10% ) are deadly and common  

Snakes are important because:  

Many snakes eat Mice and Rats.  

Mice and rats eat our crops and they can give us 

diseases. They also destroy our homes by     

making tunnels and nibbling trough our cables 

By eating the mice and rats,  

snakes help us! 

Snakes are food for many animals such as       

Eagles, Owls, Egrets and Mongooses.  

The venom of snakes is used to make medication 

for humans 

A harmless Herald Snake A dangerous Puff Adder 

A harmless Three Lined Snake 


