
 
Costa Rica Ecotour  

August 12 – 23, 2022 

 
At Save The Snakes, we recognize and understand how connecting people to nature 
can be a means of protecting wildlife and wild places. Therefore, we are delighted to 

announce that Save The Snakes will lead another ecotour to Costa Rica! 

If you choose to travel with Save The Snakes, this twelve-day adventure will grant 
you a truly unique opportunity to see incredible species of wildlife, visit some of the 

world’s greatest locations and support our global snake conservation efforts. 

 Pura Vida! 
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Trip Highlights 

The Save The Snakes Costa Rica Ecotour (August 12 - 23, 2022) will encompass the rainforest, cloud 
forest, beautiful beaches, and an abundance of opportunities to find and photograph snakes and other 
wildlife species in their natural habitat. The ecotour has been developed by Save The Snakes Founder and 
Executive Director Michael Starkey, who for over eight years, has organized and led ecotours to Belize, 
Costa Rica, and Ecuador. Costa Rica has an incredible array of biodiversity, landscapes and ecosystems. 
Costa Rica is home to 138 known snake species all within a very small geographical area. There are lots of 
snakes to be found, making Costa Rica a perfect place for a Save The Snakes Ecotour. During the ecotour, 
we will also…  

• Travel by boat up winding rivers and through pristine 
rainforest canals to observe wildlife in Tortuguero on the 
Caribbean coast 
• Explore pristine rainforest and at night discover 
nocturnal wildlife in the Boca Tapada region 
• Relax on a beautiful, warm sandy beach on the Pacific 
Coast and look for dolphins and migrating humpback whales  
• Hike in the mountainous region of San Gerardo de Dota 
and search for the resplendent quetzal, arguably the most 
beautiful bird in the Americas 
• Experience the vibrant culture of the city of San Jose 
and visit the Instituto Clodomiro Picado, the world’s leading 
producer of snake antivenom 
• Meet dedicated wildlife conservationists who are 
working to save some of the most amazing and iconic 
wildlife species found in Costa Rica 

While we aim to see snakes, this trip is so much more!  
You will have the opportunity to search for king vultures, observe nesting sea turtles, go whale watching, 
cruise on the river alongside crocodiles, and enjoy the pleasures of chocolate. This conservation-focused 
ecotour combines sustainability with personal comfort, as we will stay in first class ecolodges that prioritize 
protecting the environment and creating an unforgettable guest experience. Most importantly, you will 
discover how this ecotour supports local communities, preserves habitat, and protects wildlife populations.  

We aim to exceed your expectations!   
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Meet Your Trip Leaders 

Ecotour Leader & Wildlife Biologist Carlos Roberto Chavarría 
 

Save The Snakes is proud to partner with Carlos 
Roberto Chavarría to provide the best possible 
travel experience for our supporters interested in 
Costa Rica. Carlos is a wildlife biologist, skilled 
naturalist and ecotour extraordinaire! His 
company, Costa Rica Rainforest Experience, is a 
leader in the travel industry and has been leading 
ecotours for over eight years. Carlos will guide 
you on an incredible travel experience that will 
allow you to discover the culture, traditions and 
scenic beauty of Costa Rica.  

Ecotour Leader, Save The Snakes Founder & 
Executive Director Michael Starkey  
 
Michael Starkey is a conservation biologist, ecological consultant 
and public speaker working to educate and involve the public in 
wildlife conservation issues. Michael has a diverse background in 
the field of wildlife conservation and he has worked as an 
ecological consultant for environmental consulting firms and 
government agencies such as the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and 
the California Department of Fish & Wildlife. He has worked with a 
wide diversity of wildlife, including San Francisco gartersnakes, 
giant gartersnakes, California tiger salamanders, bats, ringtails and 
Yucatán black howler monkeys. Michael has developed and 
implemented community-based conservation initiatives that 
focused on the protection of wildlife populations in Belize and 

Ghana. Michael is the Founder of Save The Snakes and serves as Executive Director. He uses his 
knowledge of snake ecology, positive attitude to inspire, and enthusiasm for snake conservation to 
engage the public with protecting these beautiful animals. Michael has given presentations around 
the world to inform the public about the threats facing wildlife and to help nurture a society that 
respects and appreciates nature and wildlife.  
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Full Trip Itinerary 

Below is an itinerary for our time together in Costa Rica. While we do our best to plan our schedule, please 
understand that the time of our meals and activities may change. If you have any questions, please send us 
an email at contact@savethesnakes.org. Pura Vida! 
 
Day 1 - August 12 

We arrive in Costa Rica! After meeting at the Juan 
Santamaría International Airport (SJO), you will be 
greeted by Ecotours Leaders Carlos Roberto Chavarría 
and Michael Starkey. Together we will take a shuttle to 
the Bougainvillea Hotel. This a wonderful, eco-conscious 
hotel that hosts a project to reintroduce a population of 
endangered frogs back into nature. If you arrive at the 
hotel early, relax! Most of the ecotourists will be arriving 
to the hotel at different times because of their various 
flight times, so we will all meet in the lobby in the 
evening for an orientation. The tour officially begins at 
6pm. Then we will have dinner and afterward explore 
the hotel gardens in search of nocturnal wildlife.  

Day 2 - August 13 

Today we will visit the Clodomiro Picado Institute, the world’s 
leading producer of snake antivenom. Our group will tour the facility 
and learn about snake conservation, antivenom production and the 
global snakebite crisis. The Institute is leading the way for snake 
awareness in Costa Rica and we will meet their incredibly dedicated 
staff and volunteers. In the afternoon, we will experience a coffee 
tour at the Doka Estates, where we will learn about everything 
related to cultivation, processing, and good practices of coffee. That 
evening we will return to the Bougainvillea Hotel.  

Day 3 - August 14 

Today we will have a very early morning pick up by our bus driver and we will travel together to Guápiles, 
in the Caribbean region. We will have lunch at Guápiles and continue to La Pavona. We will then have an 
exciting boat ride to Tortuguero and check in at Laguna Lodge. That afternoon we will visit the Turtle 
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Conservation Museum and learn about their conservation programs in Tortuguero. After dinner, we will 
have a night walk at the gardens to search for snakes and other species of nocturnal wildlife.  

Day 4 - August 15 

Interested in some early morning birding? Most mornings you will have 
the opportunity to join Carlos for birdwatching before we meet for 
breakfast. After breakfast, we will visit Tortuguero National Park and 
cruise through the jungle canals by boat. We will hopefully observe 
sleeping sloths, playful monkeys and multiple species of toucans and 
parrots. In the afternoon, we will have a free afternoon to rest, visit the 
beach or explore the lush, rainforest gardens. After dinner we will again 
visit Tortuguero National Park for nighttime turtle nesting observation.  

Day 5 - August 16 

After breakfast, we will travel by boat to La Pavona and again have 
lunch in Guápiles. From there we will travel to the Boca Tapada area, 
near the Nicaraguan border, and check into the Laguna del Lagarto 
Lodge. This incredible property sits in the tropical rain forest, which 
allows for a direct access to nature. 150 species of trees, monkeys, 
caimans, coatis, frogs and the symphony of 350 species of birds – the 
most wanted dream of bird watchers and photographers – are all part of 
this enchanting experience. Laguna del Lagarto Lodge comprises 500 protected hectares that can be toured 
in different ways, by foot, by horse or by boat, and each trip will leave you with a great impression. That 
evening we will explore the area 
around the lodge. There are many 
opportunities to observe night-time 
activity of amphibians and reptiles!  

Day 6 - August 17 

Today we will visit Mirador el Pizote, 
which is famous for birdwatching. We 
explore the area, scouting for wildlife, 
with hopes to see the magnificent 
king vulture! Here will have a 
delicious traditional lunch. After lunch 
we will return to the Laguna del 
Lagarto Lodge, where you will have a free afternoon to explore the rainforest trails. If you are feeling up for 
it, we go out into the forest for another night hike!   

Day 7 - August 18 
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This morning we will leave Boca Tapada and depart to Dominical, in the South Pacific of Costa Rica. After 
lunch we will take a boat trip on the Tarcoles River, which is famous for its crocodiles and great birding. 
That afternoon we will check into our hotel, Villas Río Mar. We will enjoy the beautiful scenery in this 
riparian ecosystem. 

Day 8 - August 19 

Ready for the ocean? Today is your day! This morning we will visit Marino Ballena National Park and will go 
on a boat trip to search for migrating humpback whales and dolphins. In the afternoon, you will have the 
opportunity to enjoy this incredibly relaxing beach.  

 

Day 9 - August 20 

After breakfast we depart to San Gerado de Dota, which is located 
in cool, cloud forest. We will have lunch on the way and then make 
an incredible stop at the Paramo, the highest tropical ecosystem in 
the Americas. In the early evening we will check in at the Savegre 
Lodge and have dinner. 

Day 10 - August 21 
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If you have yet to take advantage of the early morning birding activities, then today is the day not to miss. 
San Gerado de Dota is famous for its beautiful views, but even more so for the Resplendent Quetzal! 
Hopefully we will see this truly amazing species of bird. After breakfast, we will explore the Oak Forest. The 
afternoon is then yours to enjoy at the Spa or to explore the beautiful grounds.  

Day 11 - August 22 

This morning we will visit Batsú Garden, which is an exceptional opportunity for incredible photos. Then we 
will depart to San José and have lunch on the way. We will make a stop in Cartago to visit the Basilica, a 
truly historic landmark. That evening we will check in at the El Sesteo Hotel. Together we will share our 
Farewell Dinner at a fabulous nearby restaurant.  

Day 12 - August 23 

Unfortunately, all good things must come to an end. Today you will depart to your home country or 
continue to your own adventure in Costa Rica! 
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Trip Cost 

Are you ready to join Save The Snakes in Costa Rica? Fabulous! The August 2021 Save The Snakes Costa 
Rica Ecotour pricing is as follows: 

The total price for the trip is $3,499 per traveler.  

Your ecotour payment will cover: 

• All lodging 
• All meals 
• In-country transportation 
• World-class tour guides and their scientific expertise 
• Park entrance fees 
• Tips to our local guides and waitstaff 

It is your responsibility to pay your own costs of: 

• Airfare from your home country to Costa Rica and the return flight 
• Snacks, alcoholic beverages, souvenirs 
• Travel insurance 
• Optional adventure tourism activities 
• We also encourage you to tip your Save The Snakes guides if you like them (which we are certain 

you will!) 

Why Travel with Save The Snakes? All proceeds support Save The Snakes worldwide snake 
conservation efforts, enabling us to protect snakes and mitigate human-snake conflict around the world. 
Your participation not only helps our conservation programs, it directly benefits the lodges and communities 
that actively protect the wildlife habitats we visit.  
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General Terms and Conditions 

Your reservation on a Save The Snakes Ecotour is subject to our Ecotour Terms & Conditions (below) and 
the Ecotour Participant Agreement, Release and Acknowledgement of Risk (in a separate document). Please 
read these carefully and contact us if you have any questions. A Save The Snakes Ecotour Leader will get 
back to you as soon as possible. 

 

Reservations and Deposit 

Reservations are limited and on a first-come basis. To reserve a space on the ecotour, a $500 per person 
non-refundable deposit via check or credit card is required to secure your spot on the trip. Full payment 
is due by July 1st, 2022. Failure to pay in full by July 1st, 2022 may result in forfeiture of your deposit money 
and your space on the eco-tour. All proceeds support Save The Snakes worldwide snake conservation 
efforts, enabling us to protect snakes and mitigate human-snake conflict.  

  



Save The Snakes Costa Rica Ecotour  10 

Ecotour Participant Agreement, Release and Acknowledgement of Risk  

In order to take part on this trip, you will be required to sign a liability waiver acknowledging the inherent 
risks of ecotourism in Costa Rica, and legally releasing Save The Snakes and affiliated trip operators and 
personnel from legal damages and consequences. 

Cancellations and Refunds 

You must notify us directly if you need to cancel your trip. If you need to cancel your trip, contact Save The 
Snakes Executive Director and Ecotour Organizer Michael Starkey at: starkey@savethesnakes.org. 

The amount of your refund is determined by the date that you notify Save The Snakes of your cancellation: 

— If you cancel after July 1st, you forfeit your entire trip fee. 

— If you cancel between June 1st and July 1st, you will receive 50% of trip fee. 

— If you cancel prior to June 1st, your entire trip will be refunded, minus your deposit (as deposits are non-
refundable) or a $500 per person cancellation fee if you paid all at once. 

— In the unlikely event Save The Snakes cancels the trip (for example, due to travel restrictions associated 
with COVID-19), your entire trip will be refunded including your deposit.  

Save The Snakes regrets that it cannot make exceptions to the reservation and cancellation policy for any 
reason, including personal emergencies. The reservation and cancellation policy applies to all reservations. 
You may want to consider purchasing travel insurance from a third party, so that if an issue 
arises (such as health or family concerns), then your travel insurance could likely provide you 
compensation. 

Accommodations 

Accommodations are based on double occupancy, unless otherwise indicated in the trip description. 
If you are a single traveler wishing to share accommodations, we will match you with a roommate. If you 
wish to have private accommodation, then you can upgrade for an additional $700, but please know this 
price is subject to change. 
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Group Size 

A very important feature of this Costa Rica adventure is the limited group size, since fewer travelers 
ensures a quieter, more intimate experience of nature, as well as a lighter footprint on the environment. 
The group size for this ecotour is 12 participants. With Save The Snakes Ecotour Leaders included, the total 
group size is 15 individuals.  

Physical Fitness Requirements 

Most of our hikes will be easy to moderate. Expect guided hikes or activities to last 2-3 hours. We will travel 
slowly on the trails so that we will have a better chance of viewing wildlife. It is important to know that the 
trails may be slippery and muddy, so having good footing and closed-toes shoes are essential! Adventurous 
explorers may have the option to take more strenuous hikes during free periods. While we do have 
scheduled activities planned for you, there will be times where you will have the choice of how to spend 
your time. Would you prefer to go on a morning jungle hike or birdwatch from a hammock on your 
balcony? The choice is yours! 

 

Children on Ecotours 

Wildlife enthusiasts of all kinds are welcomed to join this ecotour, but you must be 18 years or older to 
participate. Due to our close proximity to venomous snakes, we cannot allow minors to join us. Please 
contact us before sending a trip deposit for anyone under 18 years of age. We apologize for this 
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inconvenience and thank you for understanding. Every participant’s safety on this ecotour is our number 
one priority!  

Alcohol 

Looking for snakes, or “herping”, at night is not the world’s safest activity. As such, drinking and herping 
really don’t mix. We request that you not get anywhere remotely close to drunk prior to going out at night 
to look for snakes. If you do feel the need for a dinnertime alcoholic beverage, we strongly suggest limiting 
it to one drink. Post-herping, feel free to let loose at the bar. 

Photography 

This ecotour is designed to experience snakes, undisturbed, in their natural habitat. This is not a 
photography or herping trip, but rather it is a conservation-focused ecotour. We request you not pose, 
stage or capture any animals for photography purposes. Flash photography should be limited to reduce 
stress on the animals we encounter.  

 

Collecting 

No collecting of animals for scientific or other purposes is allowed. 
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Handling Snakes 

No handling of nonvenomous snakes is permitted at any time, unless approved by a Save The Snakes 
Ecotour Leader. No capturing of snakes in the wild is permitted at any time. Under no circumstances will 
any participant handle venomous snakes. 

Souvenirs 

You can buy local products to support the livelihoods of local people, but please do not buy products made 
from wildlife such as fur, feathers, shells and leather. 

Be Responsible, Polite and Respectful 

Please abide by the instructions of the trip leader. Treat leaders, guides and hospitality staff with respect. 
Follow all laws while in Costa Rica. 

Questions? Ready to sign up? 

Please email contact@savethesnakes.org if you have any questions. A Save The Snakes Ecotour Leader will 
get back to you as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your interest in the Save The Snakes Costa Rica Ecotour. We look forward to sharing this 
experience with you! Pura Vida!  
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About Save The Snakes 

To increase worldwide snake conservation efforts, Save The Snakes was founded in 2017 to 
protect threatened snake populations and reduce direct conflicts between humans and snakes by 
implementing mitigation strategies which will lead to peaceful coexistence. Together with our 
worldwide network of snake conservationists, our mission is to protect snake populations around 
the world through education and community outreach to create a harmonious relationship 
between humans and snakes. 

Save The Snakes is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization (EIN: 82-2680134) located in Sacramento, 
California. Thank you for your support of Save The Snakes. 

 

 


